
Tips to Care for and Store Your Cocktail 

Dresses Properly 

 

A cocktail dress isn’t something you slip into every day. These garments are often delicate, stylish and 

made with premium fabrics that demand extra care. Whether you’ve purchased your dress weeks 

before the event or you’re planning to store it for future occasions, giving it the right laundry 

treatment will ensure it stays beautiful and ready to wear. 

This guide offers simple yet effective washing tips to keep your cocktail dress free from wrinkles, 

stains and damage. By following these steps, your outfit will look flawless and retain its elegance for 

every special moment. 

Choosing the Best Place to Store Your Cocktail Dress: 

https://lightandbrightdrycleaners.co.uk/tips-to-care-for-store-your-cocktail-dresses-properly/


 

Before your party arrives, it’s important to choose a secure storage area. This could be your 

wardrobe or a separate space, as long as it is: 

●​ Dust-free 

●​ Clean and dry 

●​ Away from children and pets 

●​ Spacious enough to hang the dress without folding 

Adequate space helps prevent creases and fabric distortion. Ensure your dress isn’t cramped 

between other clothing, as this may leave marks or permanent wrinkles. 

Also Read: The Complete Dry Cleaner’s Guide to Restoring a Vintage Wedding Dress 

How to Store Your Cocktail Dress Before the Event: 

Whenever possible, store your dress flat inside a protective clothing box. If that’s not an option, 

hanging it correctly is just as effective. Follow these storage tips for cocktail dress: 

●​ Use a wide, padded or rounded hanger to avoid strap or neckline indentations. 

●​ Cover the dress with a zip-up garment bag, preferably breathable rather than cheap plastic. 

●​ Ensure the dress hangs straight and does not touch the floor. 

●​ Use a gentle moth or insect repellent, ensuring it has no harsh odour that may cling to the 

fabric. 

These precautions keep your cocktail dress fresh, safe from bugs, and protected from dust. 

https://lightandbrightdrycleaners.co.uk/stoke-newington/
https://lightandbrightdrycleaners.co.uk/complete-dry-cleaners-guide-to-restoring-vintage-wedding-dress/


Preparing Your Dress to Wear: 

When the day of the cocktail party arrives: 

1.​ Remove the dress from storage and let it air out. 

2.​ Inspect it carefully to ensure there are no fabric distortions. 

3.​ Try it on to check the fit and shape after storage. 

4.​ Address any wrinkles using a handheld steamer. 

If you don’t have one, a professional dry cleaner can press it safely. 

Cleaning Your Dress After Wearing It: 

 

Once your event is over, don’t store your dress without cleaning it first. Even minor stains, sweat, or 

marks can become permanent if left untreated. 

Steps to follow: 

●​ Inspect the dress carefully from top to bottom. 

●​ Spot-clean small stains if you are confident in the fabric type. 

●​ For delicate fabrics, embellished styles, or unknown stains, take the dress to a nearby 

professional dry cleaner. 

●​ Repair any tears, missing beads, loose zips, or embellishments before storing it again. 

https://lightandbrightdrycleaners.co.uk/
https://lightandbrightdrycleaners.co.uk/boleyn-road/
https://lightandbrightdrycleaners.co.uk/area-we-serve/
https://lightandbrightdrycleaners.co.uk/area-we-serve/


A clothing repair expert or seamstress can make your dress look like new with minimal effort. 

Fabric Tips for Keeping Cocktail Dresses Looking Stunning: 

Different fabrics require different care. Here are some expert tips: 

●​ Mixed-material dresses should always be dry cleaned. 

●​ Silk dresses must be dry cleaned to avoid shrinkage and fabric damage. 

●​ Crushed velvet can sometimes be machine-washed, but ciselé and chiffon velvet should only 

be dry cleaned. 

●​ When wearing tulle, be cautious with jewellery because clasps and sharp accessories can 

snag the fabric easily. 

Conclusion: 

Caring for cocktail dresses can be challenging due to delicate fabrics, intricate embellishments and 

specialist cleaning requirements. That’s why professional services like Light and Bright Dry Cleaners 

offer reliable dry cleaning for cocktail dresses, wedding gowns and other special garments - along 

with expert storage advice to help keep your dress pristine. 

With the right laundry care, your favourite cocktail dress will stay gorgeous and ready for every 

future celebration. 
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