
The Ultimate Guide to Getting an Industrial 
License in Dubai 
 

Introduction 
Dubai has become one of the Middle East's leading industrial and manufacturing 
destinations, supported by world class infrastructure, advanced logistics, international trade 
connectivity, and business friendly regulations. The emirate continues to attract 
manufacturers, industrial investors, and construction related businesses looking to establish 
operations that serve regional and global markets. 

 

Businesses involved in manufacturing, production, processing, assembly, packaging, or 
industrial activities generally require an industrial license Dubai to operate legally. This 
license allows eligible companies to conduct approved industrial activities while complying 
with UAE regulatory requirements. 

Whether you are planning to establish a factory, production facility, processing plant, or 
industrial workshop, understanding the licensing process is essential before beginning 
operations. 

This comprehensive guide explains everything you need to know about obtaining an 
industrial license, eligibility criteria, required documents, application process, estimated 



costs, common challenges, and how Takween Advisory can help you establish your 
industrial business in Dubai. 

What Is an Industrial License? 
An industrial license is an official business license issued by the relevant licensing authority 
that permits companies to conduct approved industrial and manufacturing activities within 
Dubai and the UAE. 

The license generally applies to businesses involved in: 

●​ Manufacturing 
●​ Production 
●​ Processing 
●​ Assembly 
●​ Packaging 
●​ Fabrication 
●​ Industrial services 
●​ Factory operations 

Businesses must only carry out activities that are specifically approved under their license. 

Why an Industrial License Is Important 
Obtaining an industrial license provides businesses with legal authorization to operate 
industrial activities while complying with applicable regulations. 

Major benefits include: 

Legal Authorization 

Allows approved industrial operations within UAE regulations. 

Business Credibility 

Enhances confidence among customers, suppliers, and investors. 

Market Expansion 

Supports local manufacturing and international trade opportunities. 

Regulatory Compliance 

Helps businesses meet licensing and operational requirements. 

Industrial Growth 



Supports long term manufacturing and production development. 

Who Needs an Industrial License Dubai? 
An industrial license may be suitable for businesses involved in: 

●​ Manufacturing companies 
●​ Production facilities 
●​ Assembly operations 
●​ Packaging businesses 
●​ Food manufacturing 
●​ Chemical manufacturing where permitted 
●​ Textile production 
●​ Furniture manufacturing 
●​ Building materials production 
●​ Engineering workshops 

Certain regulated industries may require additional approvals from relevant government 
authorities. 

Difference Between Industrial and Commercial 
Licenses 

Industrial License 

Used for manufacturing, processing, production, and industrial activities. 

Commercial License 

Used for trading, buying, selling, importing, and exporting goods. 

Businesses should carefully select the license category that matches their actual operations. 

Construction License in Dubai 
Some industrial businesses involved in construction related manufacturing or production 
activities may also require additional approvals depending on the nature of their operations. 

A construction license in Dubai generally applies to businesses engaged in construction 
contracting, building activities, or specialized engineering work rather than manufacturing 
itself. Companies should verify the exact licensing requirements applicable to their specific 
business activity. 

Manufacturing License in Dubai 



A manufacturing license in Dubai is typically associated with businesses that convert raw 
materials into finished or semi finished products. 

Examples include: 

●​ Food manufacturing 
●​ Plastic products 
●​ Furniture production 
●​ Textile manufacturing 
●​ Electronics assembly 
●​ Industrial equipment production 
●​ Consumer goods manufacturing 

The exact licensing category depends on the nature of the manufacturing activity and the 
licensing authority. 

Documents Commonly Required 
Although documentation varies depending on business activity, applicants commonly 
prepare: 

●​ Passport copies 
●​ Shareholder information 
●​ Trade name reservation 
●​ Business activity details 
●​ Business plan where applicable 
●​ Lease agreement or industrial facility documentation 
●​ Initial approval documents 
●​ Additional approvals for regulated industries 

Authorities may request further documentation depending on the industrial activity. 

Step by Step Application Process 

Step 1: Determine Business Activity 

Identify the industrial or manufacturing activity to be conducted. 

Step 2: Choose the Business Location 

Select an appropriate industrial zone or approved location. 

Step 3: Reserve the Trade Name 

Apply for company name approval. 

Step 4: Prepare Documentation 



Gather all required corporate and identification documents. 

Step 5: Submit the License Application 

Apply to the relevant licensing authority. 

Step 6: Obtain Initial Approvals 

Receive approvals from applicable government departments where required. 

Step 7: Complete Facility Requirements 

Secure industrial premises or manufacturing facilities as required. 

Step 8: Receive the Industrial License 

After successful review and approvals, the company receives its industrial license and may 
begin approved operations. 

Estimated Costs 
The cost of obtaining an industrial license Dubai depends on several factors, including: 

●​ Business activity 
●​ Manufacturing sector 
●​ Facility size 
●​ Industrial location 
●​ Government approvals 
●​ Warehouse or factory requirements 
●​ Environmental approvals where applicable 
●​ Visa requirements 
●​ Number of shareholders 

Potential expenses may include: 

●​ Government licensing fees 
●​ Company registration charges 
●​ Facility lease costs 
●​ Industrial permit fees 
●​ Environmental approval fees where applicable 
●​ Professional advisory fees 
●​ Documentation expenses 

Business setup costs vary depending on the selected jurisdiction, industrial activity, 
manufacturing requirements, office or factory facilities, visa allocation, and government 
approvals. 



Government regulations, licensing procedures, industrial policies, and official fees may 
change over time without prior notice. 

Professional consultancy charges, legal documentation fees, engineering services, technical 
assessments, and third party costs vary between service providers and are generally 
separate from official government charges. 

Businesses should obtain updated quotations before proceeding with industrial company 
formation. 

Common Challenges 

Selecting the Correct Activity 

Industrial classifications vary depending on the business. 

Regulatory Approvals 

Certain industries require additional permissions. 

Facility Requirements 

Industrial businesses often require approved premises. 

Environmental Compliance 

Specific manufacturing sectors may require environmental approvals. 

Documentation Accuracy 

Incomplete submissions may delay approvals. 

Tips for Successful Industrial Business Setup 

Define Your Manufacturing Activity Clearly 

Ensure the selected activity matches business operations. 

Choose the Right Industrial Location 

Select facilities suitable for long term expansion. 

Understand Regulatory Requirements 

Different industries have different compliance obligations. 

Prepare Documentation Carefully 



Complete records help reduce processing delays. 

Work with Professional Advisors 

Experienced consultants can simplify licensing procedures and regulatory coordination. 

Real Life Example 
An entrepreneur planned to establish a furniture manufacturing company in Dubai. 

Step 1: 

The manufacturing activity was identified. 

Step 2: 

An industrial facility was selected. 

Step 3: 

Company documentation was prepared. 

Step 4: 

The application for an industrial license Dubai was submitted. 

Step 5: 

Following approvals, the manufacturing facility began production legally. 

Proper planning allowed the company to commence operations efficiently. 

Pros and Cons 

Pros 

●​ Legal authorization for manufacturing 
●​ Supports industrial expansion 
●​ Builds investor confidence 
●​ Access to industrial infrastructure 
●​ Enhances business credibility 
●​ Facilitates long term business growth 

Cons 

●​ Additional regulatory approvals may apply 
●​ Industrial facilities may be required 



●​ Documentation can be extensive 
●​ Compliance obligations continue after licensing 
●​ Processing times vary by activity 

How Takween Advisory Can Help 
Takween Advisory provides comprehensive business setup and licensing support for 
industrial companies establishing operations in Dubai and across the UAE. 

Services include: 

●​ Industrial license Dubai assistance 
●​ Manufacturing business setup 
●​ Business activity consultation 
●​ Company registration 
●​ Government approval coordination 
●​ Documentation preparation 
●​ Industrial compliance guidance 
●​ Ongoing corporate advisory services 

Whether you require an industrial license, guidance regarding a construction license in 
Dubai, or support for obtaining a manufacturing license in Dubai, Takween Advisory provides 
customized business solutions that help companies navigate regulatory requirements 
efficiently. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is an industrial license Dubai? 

It is a business license that permits companies to conduct approved manufacturing and 
industrial activities in Dubai. 

Who requires an industrial license? 

Businesses involved in manufacturing, production, processing, packaging, assembly, and 
factory operations generally require this license. 

Is an industrial license different from a commercial license? 

Yes. Industrial licenses are intended for manufacturing and production activities, while 
commercial licenses generally cover trading activities. 

What is a manufacturing license in Dubai? 

It refers to the licensing framework for companies involved in producing goods from raw 
materials or components. 



Does every manufacturing company require additional approvals? 

Certain industrial activities may require approvals from additional government authorities 
depending on the nature of the business. 

How long does the licensing process take? 

Processing times vary according to the business activity, documentation, and regulatory 
approvals. 

Should I use professional business setup services? 

Professional advisors can help businesses choose the correct activity, prepare 
documentation, coordinate approvals, and simplify the licensing process. 

Conclusion 
Obtaining an industrial license Dubai is an essential step for businesses planning to 
establish manufacturing, production, or industrial operations in the UAE. Whether your 
company requires a general industrial license, guidance regarding a construction license in 
Dubai, or assistance obtaining a manufacturing license in Dubai, careful planning and 
regulatory compliance are critical for long term success. 

Understanding licensing requirements, selecting the appropriate business activity, preparing 
accurate documentation, and coordinating government approvals help businesses establish 
operations efficiently. Takween Advisory provides expert support for industrial license Dubai 
applications, helping entrepreneurs, manufacturers, and industrial investors build compliant, 
sustainable, and growth focused businesses across Dubai and the UAE. 

Thank you for reading this blog and learning more about industrial license. An industrial 
license is a legal authorization that allows businesses to carry out approved manufacturing, 
processing, assembly, packaging, production, and industrial activities in the UAE. It is 
suitable for companies involved in industrial operations that require production facilities, 
warehouses, machinery, or specialized infrastructure while complying with applicable UAE 
regulations. The process of obtaining an industrial license generally begins with selecting the 
appropriate industrial activity, choosing the suitable legal structure, reserving a trade name, 
obtaining initial approvals, preparing the required incorporation documents, and submitting 
the application to the relevant licensing authority. Depending on the nature of the industrial 
activity, businesses may also need approvals from regulatory authorities, environmental 
agencies, municipalities, or other government departments before the license is issued. 
Additional requirements may include securing industrial premises, obtaining investor and 
employee visas, opening a corporate bank account, and completing corporate tax or VAT 
registration where applicable. An industrial license enables businesses to manufacture 
products legally, expand production capabilities, and participate in domestic and international 
markets. Professional guidance can help entrepreneurs understand licensing requirements, 
prepare accurate documentation, and complete the company formation process efficiently. 
For expert assistance with industrial license, company formation, business setup, trade 

https://takweenadvisory.ae/en/industrial-license-dubai


licensing, banking support, visa services, and business advisory solutions, visit the Takween 
Advisory website and explore tailored services designed to support your industrial business 
in the UAE. 
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